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The Waite/Potter House
The original farm on which this
house was located included 200
acres on both sides of Main Road
and as far east as the Noquochoke
River. This large parcel was first
owned by William Earle who had
purchased it as part of the original
division of land in Dartmouth. In
1661 Earle conveyed this 200 acres
to Thomas Waite of Portsmouth,
Rhode Island.
By the time Thomas was 27 he had
married Sarah Cook, moved to
Dartmouth (Westport) and built this
unique one room, one and one-half
story, ‘’Rhode Island Stone Ender.’’

What is a Rhode Island Stone
Ender?
A Rhode Island Stone ender is a rare
17th century structure influenced by the
Rhode Island settler’s English forefathers. A
Tudor-Gothic type of yeoman’s cottage
which has prevailed in part of England since
the 15th century.
A Rhode Island stone-ender is one room
deep,and one half to two story’s high, with
one gable end made entirely of stone, its
chimney top capped by projecting stones, and
a large fireplace incorporated into its interior
side.

All the yellow houses seen on the map were
17th century R.I. Stone enders, a type of
construction that would have influenced
Thomas Waite's building method. Brought
up in Portsmouth, RI this was a building
method he had know since childhood.
Today only four still remain in Rhode Island.

The farm remained in the Waite family for 60 years until 1728 when Benjamin, Thomas's son,
sold the land between the river and Main Rd to Robert Kirby. Robert owned the property for
109 years. During that time, about 1760, he added a one room addition and brick chimney to
the stone end of the original house. By 1836 the Kirby's had built a new house, a Cape, 25 feet
west of the stone-ender. The original homestead, now empty, was used as a pig-sty, hen house and
general farm purposes. Ichabod Kirby, Robert's son, sold the farm to Restcome Potter in 1837.
In the deed to Mr. Potter a small piece of land was reserved for the Kirby burial lot. One of
the rough stones in the lot has the initials R.K, and another I.K.
To this day the farm is still owned by the descendents of Restcome Potter.
But I have often wonder why the house has never been referred to as the Waite/Kirby/Potter House.
Certainly Kirby and Waite were most instrumental in the creation of Westport's earliest house.
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By 1945 the house was in disrepair. Fortunately it had been well documented.

1933. HABS drawing.

GABLE FACADE
But in1903, 30 years earlier,
Noman Isham visited the
house, drew some sketches and
wrote a report.
''A noteworthy fact is the
presence of the valley rafters of
an old gable (facade), which
once adorned the front of the
house.''
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2007. Ready for Conservation

Original fire boxes exposed. The original stone and later brick fireboxes. Note the
beehive oven appearing.

Cellar cleaned of brush.

Artifacts found so far.

Beginning of repair

Cheeks repoined. Ready for the new lintel.

Lintel arrives. Oak. 18'' x 18'' x 13' feet long. Weight 3/4 of a ton.

Shaping the bevel

Onwards and upwards

Opening gets smaller

And smaller

Throat repaired!

Brown mortar used for
Repair of collapsed stone
work

White mortar used for
repointing original stone
work.

To identify the 17th century stone work
from the 2007 repairs two colors of mortar
were used.

Removing the rest of the ivy.

Brick Chimney
1760

1960. Brick firebox and chimney in Kirby's
addition.
Cut away stone end to make entrance.

2007

Not only is this monument a surviving example of a rare
‘’17th century Rhode Island Stone Ender’’ but a tangible
embodiment of Westport's history.
429 years later, this veteran, this ancient stone structure,
eyewitness to the town's history, a sharer in all its
struggles---------remains for future generations.

